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A Recount of Yeawr 5 and 6’y Trip to-the Rose Theatre

OnWednesday 27" April Yeaw 5 and 6 went to-the Roses
Theatre, Kingston. We left school promptly at 9am and
walked to-the bus stop at Ealing Broadway. Then we
trawvelled for about 50 minutes onthe 65 bus, uwntid funally we
awrived at the theatre.

When we went inside the theatre we hads
a quick snack (o biscuit and drink) before we headed to-the
auditoriwm for a talk about the background of the play,
how it was produced and how the rehearsals were
conducted. This was called a ‘Page to-Stage Workshop” and
lasted for an howr. We learned that it was set invthe period
of World Waw 2. We also- discovered that Tom Oakley’s dog,
Samumy, was actually o puppet which- was controlled by one
of the actors. However, we didwt notice the actor much
because he was nimble and discreet.

Afterwowds we had some lunch, v

sandwichy, frudt, oo Ki€ Kat and v drink, and then we
retwrned to-the auditoriwm for a second time. Now we sat at
the very top level so-we could get a better av view of the stage;
and av better view it was!

Whewn the plavy stouwted we were very
excited because most of us had not read the book or seen the
film. Once the smoke cleawred, and the screams had stowted
to- quieten, the first image we saow was of av line of evacuees;
some sad, some excited, being introduced to-their new
cawers.

One of the boys, Willioun Beech, stayed inv Tom Oakley’s
house. Tom Oakley was o old mawnw withv v dog called
Samumy. AT first he seemed like awvv old grumpy manw but wes
later leawrned that he was miserable and bad-tempered
because he had lost his sonw and wife to-a deadly disease.

Duwring the playy Williauwnw ands
Towvy relationship grew stronger and stronger. Williounw also-
made a circle of friends at the school, Zach, George, Carrie,
and Girmnie. He also-became fond of one of his teachers
Annie Howtridge: However, he had to-go-back to- Londow
because his mother was sick;, really she was not, she had
given bivth to- another baby and Willioun was needed to-looks
after her. Monthy later, Tom becaume worried whenw Willliawm
did not anvswer hiy letters so-he travelled to- London, to-
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seawchv for himu He was found alone in his house trapped in ov
small, locked, room withvthe baby.

Tragically, Williamww's mother
committed suicide so-Williom was sent to-a hospital; to-
recover from this dreadful trauwma. However, the nurses
treated him badly. Williowm had strange dreams and kept
waking up screaming. The doctors had to-keep sedating himv
to-keep himv calm.

Tom checked o himv regudowrly and wanteds
to-take him home withv him but the doctors insisted he stoavyed
withvthem. One day av specialist caume to-try and take him to-
a hospital where the doctory claimed they could cure him.
Tomv would not alow this so-he kidnapped William and tooks
him back to- his home invthe countryside to- nuwrse him back
to- healtiv. However, the police stawted to-look for William ...

The social wovkers were informed when he was found
and wanted to-take him to-an orphanage .Luckily, after
some persuasion by Tom he way allowed to-adopt Williawm. So-
Willioum wasy able to- stay withy him.

Just when all seemed well Willioww' s best friend
Zach had to- return home for & while because his father had
been injuwred invthe woar. Williouwnw later learned that Zach
had beenw killed irv v avir raiide. Willioaomy, and his friends;
were extremely upset. Eventually, William learned how to-
ride Zach'y bike ond realised that Zach would always live ov

This plavy was very exciting and though it

was sad we all enjoyed, it. It was av greak trip and I would
highly recomumend that everyone now reads the book.

By Amoawr Mulfani Yeowr 6
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